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Spoken words have always been a major component of human communication. In today´s accelerated world, speech fades as such, but it has been replaced by new ways of communication – such as pictures (TV, videos) or text messages (Facebook, mobile phones). It is caused by new technologies, time pressure and laziness, but there are still some people in the world who think, that speaking has to be a part of our lives. Even though it is maybe more simple to write a message, it has been a part of human society since the beginning of time. These days radio performs speech the most among the media. Do you listen to the radio? And what about your grandmother, does she?

Nowadays any of us can´t imagine a life without the media and we find them usual and ordinary. But it was not like this all the time. 

Radio is one of the oldest branches of the media. It was invented at the turn of 19th and 20th century and it was not a simple invention. There was a set of several important advances of science – for example the description of electromagnetic field (James Clerk Maxwell) or the first wireless broadcast (Gulielmo Marconi) which caused the very first broadcasting in the world. A rapid progression took place naturally during the First World War. Radio broadcasting was developed increasingly and faster due to the service in army. The first real commercial radio station for public was the American KDKA, which began broadcasting in 1920. However, the most known station in the world is British BBC. 

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was established in 1922 in the name of British broadcasting company. The broadcasting was really important way of contacting and connecting people at most in the last century and BBC was probably the biggest one, so it played a very important role in the world communication. As it was written before, broadcasting was commonly used in army, but later especially during the wars has spread among the civilian population and became the most common way of communication not only in army, but everywhere. Despite the censorship in the Second World War there were broadcasted many programs designed to encourage the public in the BBC. Some of slogans which were used in the radio became the motto of guerrilla units abroad (such as „V for Victory“). BBC stations are still widely recognized in the whole world for the quality and objectivity of its news coverage. 

Until now we were mainly engaged in the foreign radio history, but for our pride, the Czech broadcasting is also one of the oldest in the Europe. The Czech Radio started broadcasting on the 18th may 1923. Unlike the foreign radio stations, Czech broadcasting development was suspended in the Second World War, because during the Protectorate the Czechoslovak Radio was merged with the German group SendegruppeBöhmen und Mähren. However its history was not easy at all, Czech listener has always been loyal and whole-hearted. That is maybe the reason why your grandmother is still used to listen to the radio – because during her youth it was the fastest and for a long time also the up-to-date source of information. The radio building in Prague itself has become a kind of a symbol of Czech freedom and patriotism. In the vicinity of the building also took place many demonstrations and struggles. Radio broadcasting has already played a role in the First Republic, during the Second World War, the occupation in 1968 and in many other historically significant events.

After the Velvet Revolution there was formed the market environment in the Czech Republic and it was created plenty of private radio stations alongside the public Czech radio. Currently we have dozens of national radio stations and hundreds of the regional ones. Listener can choose from a wide variety of different music-fun stations, news stations and a lot of with a special focus. There exist eight radio stations only in the region of the city of Brno and most of them are aimed at the listeners at the age of 30. Some of them are of course focused on young people and students, but (and I was quite surprised about that) not many of them. For our grandmas here is still of course the Czech Radio which can be tune in almost everywhere…
It is usually said, that today teenagers and children do not want to listen to the radio often and only a few stations are focused on the youth. It is only a slander like that teenagers do not want to spend time outside, or that they do not do anything helpful. Lets see the results, which I detected…

I made a short questionnaire intended for my peers, and I realized that in fact young people still listen to radio quite usually. To be clear I am not really surprise… For all eternity, young people love music, and in the 21th century they teenagers not different. And despite the fact that we have other possibilities like downloading songs or watch TV music channels, radio is really comfortable and amusing way how to listen to the music or have fun when you are alone, when you go jogging (which is quite trendy) or when you are too lazy to spend your time downloading music .
So do not have to give up on “old” technologies, in spite of you use new ones! Our grandmothers used to listen to the radio, and they had a good reason. It is not illegal such as downloading, and between two songs you may hear some useful news, so you will have a general overview. Currently only a few stations are focused on teenagers, because they think that we do not have interest. But maybe we have…!
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